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Picture Directory
The picture directories are 

labeled and ready for you to pick 
up in the south lobby, across from 
Sound Words. We have a directory 
for each family, even if you did not 
get your picture taken.

Please check the table for a 
directory with your name on it. If 
you do not see your name, stop by 
Sound Words to pick one up.

Besides daily lessons, the chil-
dren enjoyed a charming skit (with 
a mystery), written and directed 
by Sarah Jacobsen. Many actors, 
actresses, and behind-the-scenes 
workers devoted their time perfect-
ing their craft to our children’s 
delight. 

Vacation Bible School: 
Lighthouse on the Rock

This past week our children 
learned about lighthouses and how 
the lighthouse is a friend to sailors. 
The lighthouse is a faithful friend 
in all kinds of weather—even 
hurricanes.

Crafts for every 
age reinforced the 
lighthouse theme. The 
Pringle cans you do-
nated were covered with 
colored graph paper and topped 
with a battery operated light to 
resemble a lighthouse.

God’s Word was clearly taught 
to each age group and there was a 
good spirit of camaraderie, as each 
one sought to serve the Lord and 
glorify His name.
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The Focal Point of Christianity
Gil Rugh

The resurrection of Christ, 
which is recorded in all four gos-
pels, is the point on which Christi-
anity stands or falls. 

When sinners come to believe 
that Christ died for them person-
ally, they are cleansed, forgiven, 
and made new creatures in Christ.

Although Christ’s death paid 
our penalty in full, the resurrec-
tion is the crucial focal point of 
Christianity because it provides 
proof that Christ is the Son of God 
as He claimed to be and that His 
death was sufficient to provide 
salvation for all who will believe 
in Him. The resurrection testifies 
to the validity and effectiveness of  
the death of Christ on the cross. If 
Christ had not risen from the dead, 
His death could not have provided 
salvation because He wouldn’t 
have proven Himself to be God—
and God alone can provide for-
giveness from sin.

In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul 
wrote the fullest development of 
the doctrine of the resurrection 
anywhere in Scripture. The chap-
ter opens with an unfolding of the 
facts of the gospel of Christ. Paul 
wrote:

For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died 
for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He was raised 
on the third day according to 

The salvation that Christ 
provided was through His death on 
the cross. Romans 6:23 says, “The 
wages of sin is death.” This means 
that the penalty that had to be paid 
to redeem us from sin was death. 
No other currency could cancel 
our debt of sin—not good works, 
or baptism or religious things—
only death. 

When Christ said, “It is fin-
ished” and bowed His head and 
dismissed His Spirit (John 19:30), 
the work of redemption was com-
plete and accomplished because 
the wages of death had been paid 
in full.
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the Scriptures, and that He ap-
peared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. After that He appeared 
to more than five hundred 
brethren at one time (1 Cor. 
15:3-6).

The whole issue of resurrec-
tion was under consideration as 
Paul wrote, for there were some at 
Corinth who denied a literal bodily 
resurrection. Paul explained why 
the bodily resurrection was crucial 
to Christianity:

But if there is no resurrection 
from the dead, not even Christ 
has been raised; and if Christ 
has not been raised, then our 
preaching is vain, your faith 
also is vain (1 Cor. 15:13, 14).

If Christ was not literally 
and bodily resurrected, then it is 
totally worthless and of no value to 
preach about Him. Furthermore, it 
is of absolutely no value for anyone 
to place their faith in Jesus Christ.

There are many men preaching 
today who deny the bodily resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, yet they 
preach about the love of Christ, the 
greatness of the life of Christ, and 
the importance of following the 
example of Christ. But the testi-
mony of the Word of God is that if 
Christ has not been bodily raised 
from the dead, then that preaching 
is of no value.

Paul said it again in 1 Corin-
thians 15:17-19:

If Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is worthless; you are 
still in your sins. Then those 
also who have fallen asleep 
in Christ have perished. If we 
have hoped in Christ in this 
life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied.

Paul said if Christ was not 
raised from the dead, and yet 
people were talking about Him, 
preaching about Him, and believ-
ing in Him, those people would be 
believing in a hoax! They might 
just as well believe in any other 
man or woman who ever died. 
They would get just as much value 
out of that faith as they would faith 
in Christ if He did not bodily rise 
from the grave. 

There is almost universal 
agreement among liberal theolo-
gians as well as biblical theolo-
gians that Christ died. But there is 
great debate over His resurrection. 
This battleground is the focal point 
of Christianity, because the valid-
ity of our faith depends on it.



6  • Heartbeat

Family News
Hospitalized. Walt Haynes was a 
patient at BryanLGH West.           
Hospitalized. Tom Brown is a 
patient at BryanLGH East.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. Our children 
studied Job 2.
Children’s Church. Children re-
ceived lessons from the AO group. 
Children’s Church resumes July 12.

Information
Independence Day. The church 
building will be closed on Friday 
and Saturday, July 3 and 4 in ob-
servance of Independence Day.
Heartbeat Deadline. If you have 
information for the July 5 newslet-
ter, be sure to submit it by 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 1 as we will be 
printing a day early this week.
Information Desk workers are 
needed on Sunday mornings. If 
you would like to help, contact 
Kathleen Anderson at 402-4541 or 
kathleen.anderson@ihcc.org.
Wednesdays at the Park. Many 
workers are needed to help with 
Wednesday at the Park. We meet 
all five Wednesdays in July at 
Pentzer and Willard parks. Contact 
Matt Sherman, 402-465-8030 if 
you’d like to help.
Boys of Faith Camp will be held 
August 1-4. This year’s theme is 

“Working on a Good Name.” Reg-
istration is due July 19.
Music & Arts Camp is for all 
children entering first–eighth 
grade next school year and meets 
from 6–7:30 p.m. every Sunday 
night. The final concert will be 
presented on Sunday evening, 
August 30.
First–third graders meet in the 
chapel at 6 p.m. tonight for Music 
& Arts Camp. Refreshments will 
be provided.
Fourth–eighth graders meet in 
the chapel at 6 p.m. tonight. They 
will choose to learn more about: 
art, guitars, recorders, puppets, or 
percussion. Refreshments will be 
provided.
Branson Trip. Deposits are due 
July 1 for those planning on the 
November 3–6 trip. Please contact 
SueAnn at 402-483-6671 if you 
need more time.
Sonshine Kids (4s & Ks) meet 
every Sunday evening at 6:30 in 
the SS Kids’ room.
Prayer Meeting.  Everyone is 
welcome to join together in prayer 
at the church on Wednesday eve-
nings from 7–8 p.m. in The Father 
Knows Best classroom. Prayer 
meeting will meet each Wednes-
day night through the end of July.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study in 
your home, contact Matt Sherman 
at 402-465-8030.
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Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discount-
ed and hard-to-find books. Our 
shelves are growing and the stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.
Gardening. Please meet in the 
south parking lot on Wednesday at 
9 a.m. 
Cleaners Needed. Cleaners are 
needed to vacuum and wipe down 
surfaces in a section of the church 
once every five weeks. If you’d like 
to serve in this ministry, call Tami 
Coffin, 402-366-3490.

This Morning!
Children’s Church is taking a 

break through July 5.

Kindergarten through fifth 
grade students will be 

taught by Alpha Omega.

Students should go to the 
Family Center when they are 
dismissed from Big Church

The Alpha Omega group will 
provide Bible lessons, mu-

sic, games and snacks.

Last Week’s Message
June 14. AM. Duane Nelsen. DN 
2. Reminders of Godliness In Prac-
tice. Titus 3:1-3
June 14 PM. Larry Riekenberg. 
LR 1. Knowing the God You Trust.
Psalm 46; Hebrews 6:13-20

Boys of Faith Camp 
August 1-4

This year’s camp theme 
is “Working on a Good 

Name”

Registration is due 
July 19

Nursing Home Door-to-Door Evan-
gelism. If you’d like to give it a try, 
contact Adam Flaugh, 402-580-3014.
Door to Door evangelism meets 
Mondays at the church’s north 
entrance at 6:15 p.m.
Hospitalizations. If you will 
be staying in a hospital, call the 
church and let us know. A pastor, 
or someone on the Visitation Team 
would love to visit you.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday

AO Teaches K–5
Music & Arts Camp 6 p.m.

Sonshine Kids

Monday
Door to Door Evangelism

Wednesday
Gardening 9 a.m.

Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7 -8 p.m.

Friday
Building Closed

Saturday
Building Closed

Future Events
August 1–4

Boys of Faith Camp

August 5–9
Junior High Camp

August 30
Music & Arts Finale

September 7
Labor Day (Offices Closed)

September 13
Fall Kickoff

November 3–6
Branson Trip 

December 13
Adult Christmas Concert
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Stop tracts are available at the 
main entrances. They’re free and 
they are great for sitting down 
with someone and going through 
the gospel. Pick some up today and 
then go out and share them!

Evangelism 
Tools


